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FEPOET OF THY CIVIL AERCN.LUTLICS BOARD
on the
Irvestigation of &an Accident Invelvinz Larcraft
During a Local Practazce rFliptht

LeRoy Charles Lindahl was seriously injurcd in an accident which
occurred on Laks Geneva, about 10 miles northeast of flhert Lea,
Ibnnesota, at apgrrovimately 7:20 p.m. on Lugust 10, 1943. Iandahl,

a 'lar Training Service elementary irainee, had 1lown about 21 dual

and 17 solc houre, 21l in the type of ai~plone involved. The zircraft,
a Piper J3C-50, .G 26157, owned by Minnesota Slkymars, Inc., wWas ex—
tensively danaged.

Iindahl tock off from the rlbert ITea IMriripal Airpert at
6:30 p.m. to practice rancuvers in an areca noriheast of Lhe airport.
Another student, James Lionel Signan, was assigned to soleo practice
of similar maneuvercs in o &ifferent section of the same practice area.
Aboct L0 minutes later several wiinesses cbserved the twe planes
cir ling the toom of Gensva, descending at faines to an altaitude
described as below trie—ton level in a "follow the looder" fashion.
Afler aporoxirately 10 minutes of verw low —eneuvziing, in the vicinity,
Linnehl's pla-c vas seen to descend over the lake, neaded 1n a north-
es.y dircctiod, ana molke 2 turn toward the west. The water was calm
ant glassr ana the pilot was then iacing the glare of the lote after-
rcon sun. During Lhe turn the plane ncontinucd vo descend, .nd the
leto wing tip cortected the vater. The plane cortuhecled violently
to vhe 13lt onto tne roshit mng and sank in about 5 feet of water
approdanately 150 yaras off shore,

It 1s possuible that Laincahl's atftention Jac momentarily distracted
by the ot.¢r airplane and n- naglzelea ws flying, or he may have
simply roegucgsu nis dnslence ahova the water, 1itnesses agreed that
tre enpin- seemed fto be runn.ng nornally at th: tine of impact. Ore
witness cwated that as socn <8 tne alrplone struck the wetcr the other
plane reaced for tne airport. Due to injurics sustained, Londahl was

uatle to recall anything prriaining to the accident,

The probable cause of wris aceid-nt was reckless flying at a
dangerously low altituds.
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